
 

                
                 

      

California Resources Secretary Kicks Off 
Wildfire Awareness Week; 

Announces State Assistance for 
Fire Response Efforts in SoCal 

  
Today, California Secretary of Resources Mike Chrisman announced the Governor’s Executive 
Order to increase State assistance for fire response efforts in Southern California for the 2004 
Fire Season, as well as the Governor’s Proclamation for Wildfire Awareness Week, May 9 –15, 
2004. Secretary Chrisman made the announcement Monday at the California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection (CDF) Hemet/Ryan Helitack and Air Attack Base in Hemet, 
Riverside County.  
 
“Governor Schwarzenegger’s Executive Order will make a significant difference in the State’s 
ability to respond to fires,” said Secretary Chrisman. “Governor Schwarzenegger is augmenting 
fire-fighting resources and has ordered CDF to secure and deploy additional resources to protect 
the safety of people and property from wildfires. As we commence the 2004 fire-fighting season, 
we pay tribute to the state’s fire fighting professionals for their heroic efforts during the 2003 
Southern California fire siege.” 
 
The Secretary was joined by CDF Chief Deputy Director Ray Snodgrass and the Governor's 
Office of Emergency Services Deputy Director Frank McCarton; Riverside County Fire Chief 
and CDF Riverside Unit Chief Tom Tisdale, and representatives from area Congressional offices 
and Legislative offices, Riverside County Supervisors, Hemet City Council; and U.S. Forest 
Service - San Bernardino Forest Supervisor Gene Zimmerman. 
 
“The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services is committed to making every effort this fire 
season to mitigating the loss of life and property from wildfires,” said OES Director Henry 
Renteria. “We will continue to devote all available resources to assisting California communities 
in their wildfire preparedness and response efforts.” 
 
Governor Schwarzenegger’s Executive Order specifically has directed State agencies to:  
1. Assign four firefighters to CDF engines in Riverside, San Bernardino and San Diego 

counties; 
2. Provide additional resources in Los Angeles, Ventura and Orange counties based on 

established fire threat conditions; 
3. Redeploy ten refurbished fire engines to increase fire engine resources Riverside, San 

Bernardino and San Diego counties; 
4. Add four additional CDF Conservation Camp Fire Crews in SoCal; 



5. Provide for an additional helicopter to be based in San Diego County. 
 
In addition to these five items, Governor Schwarzenegger ordered the State to accelerate: Fire 
Safe Clearance Inspections, fire prevention public education, the processing of federal contracts 
and grants to local communities, and pre-deployment of OES fire engine strike teams. The 
Governor directed the California National Guard to prepare its aircraft and helicopters, and 
assign level-one-inmates-and-wards to staff Conservation Camp Fire Crews.  Finally, the 
Governor has ordered that CDF and OES work closely with federal, state and local government 
agencies, bordering states, and the government of Mexico to maximize California's fire 
prevention and fighting capabilities. 
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